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HIGH HALDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council 

held on 29th April 2019 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall

62/19 Present and Apologies
Cllr Audsley, (Chairman), Cllr Mrs Harris, Cllr Mrs Morgan, Cllr Dr Taylor and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Pickering (ward member) attended and seven members of the public were present.  Apologies were received from Cllr Robinson (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Baldock and Cllr Mrs Mitchell, (prior commitments), and the Community Warden.
63/19 Declarations of Interest
There were no Declarations of Interest.
64/19 Minutes of the meeting of 11th March 2019
Resolved:

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2019 be approved and confirmed as a true record.

65/19 Matters Arising
65/19-1   Ransley Farm:  No update has been received from Cala Homes. (43/19-1)
65/19-2  Jubilee Park signs:   In hand with Cllr Mrs Harris.  (43/19-8)
65/19-3  HHVEC (High Halden Village Events Committee) Community lunch:  There was a good turnout for the St George’s Day lunch on 23rd April, which was enjoyed by all who attended.  (43/19-12)

65/19-4  Life is not an Xbox:  The Parish Council recorded its thanks to the Xbox team for painting the bus shelter and repairing the children’s play area fencing.  (50/19)

66/19-4  Local elections:  Two nominations were submitted for the elections on 2nd May and the candidates elected uncontested; Cllr Mrs Harris and Cllr Robinson take their seats on 8th May. The quorum for the Parish Council is three, the Parish Council would not, therefore, have a quorum and the election was to be rerun on 23rd May.  One nomination was received for this election and the candidate elected uncontested; Cllr Sargent takes his seat on 29th May.  Five seats remain vacant and will be filled by co-option at a later date.  With three councillors the Parish Council is quorate, and must in law meet within 14 days of the election.  The Clerk sought legal advice as to the qualifying election date given that there were two [May 2nd and May 23rd], this stated that the Parish Council must meet between May 29th and June 12th.   Given councillors’ availability, the Parish Council will meet on 7th June.  (59/19-3)
66/19 Open session 

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow members of the public to raise items with the Council.

Request for gates at the entrance to the village:  These are included as part of the traffic-calming measures proposed by Kent County Council for the Hope House development.   Cllr Pickering advised that gates have been installed at the entrances to Bethersden, which is now seeking the installation of traffic islands.  The Chairman noted that High Halden Parish Council had asked that traffic islands on the A28 in the village be removed.  It was noted that if removed they would be unlikely to be replaced, however the islands reduce the road width and large vehicles mount the pavement, hazarding pedestrians.
Sewer at The Chennells:  The drain cover is broken; this has been reported to Highways which will respond urgently given that it is a safety hazard.

Other planning matters:  The Chairman confirmed that these would be updates on planning maters.

Church Hill development:  There are indications that this will go to the Planning Committee of Ashford Borough Council (ABC) on 5th June, will a parish councillor attend, given that the Parish Council does not meet until 7th June?   Will the Parish Council be discussing the application at this meeting?  The Chairman advised that residents can discuss the application during the Open Session, but the Parish Council has submitted its objection comments.  These still stand, notwithstanding the change to the description reducing the number of houses.  The Parish Council’s comments were, however, resubmitted for the avoidance of doubt.  It was noted that the development is outside the village confines.  The Chairman encouraged residents to attend the Planning Committee meeting  when the application is discussed.  [Post-meeting note:  details of the agenda will be uploaded to the ABC website on week before the meeting at:   https://ashford.moderngov.co.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?XXR=0&Year=2019&CId=139&MD=ielistmeetings ]
The meeting was reconvened.
67/19  Reports

67/19-1  Community Warden  No report in the Community Warden’s absence.
67/19-2  PCSO   No report in the PCSO’s absence. 
68/19 Review of the Parish Council’s Risk Register
The updated Risk Register had been circulated.  The Clerk advised that the amendments are in light of the Parish Council’s ineligibility to use the General Power of Competence from May 2019, because it does not meet the criterion that more than two-thirds of the Parish Council be elected (ie, six councillors).  Expenditure not authorised under other Powers must be using S137.  It was proposed that the Risk Register as amended be adopted.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council’s Risk Register, as amended, be adopted.
69/19 Proposed adoption of the public open space at the Sicklefield House development (18/00759/AS)
The planning officer has asked if the Parish Council would be seeking to adopt this land.  It was agreed that, given its proximity to St Michael’s, this should be for Tenterden Town Council to decide.  It was agreed not to proceed.
70/19 Request for gates at the entrance to the village

See the Open Session.  The Parish Council will ask to be involved in any decision on location of the gates.
71/19  HHVEC Terms of Reference
The draft Terms of Reference for the Events Committee were circulated; the Chairman noted that this would formalise the Committee’s status as a Committee of the Parish Council.   It was proposed that they be adopted.
Resolved:

That the Terms of Reference for the High Halden Village Events Committee be adopted.
72/19 Planning applications
19/00408/AS  St Michaels Court, St Michaels
Proposed Part Conversion of Existing Outbuilding to Form Annex
It was noted that this is outside the village confines but it is already standing.  There are no objections on the ABC website.  It was proposed that the Parish Council has no objections to the application.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council has no objections to the application.
19/00371/AS  Venruth, Redbrook Street, Woodchurch
Variation of condition 4 on planning permission 15/00223/AS to allow for a further caravan to be located on site
The Chairman advised that the application is to replace the existing tourer (which has permission) with a static caravan.  A previous application was refused by ABC’s Planning Committee because it would represent an inappropriate and intrusive feature in the countryside to the detriment of its character and appearance, and it would unacceptably impact on the amenity of adjoining properties.  The Parish Council had objected to this application because it was potentially being developed as a traveller site.  Cllr Dr Taylor noted that the use of the site would be changed if the application were permitted:  it is possible to live in a static caravan but not a tourer.  The need for the static was queried, which would be out of keeping with neighbouring properties.  It was proposed that the Parish Council strongly objects to the application, and that its previous objections remain.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council strongly objects to the application, and that its previous objections remain.

Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda 

No applications have been received.
Approvals
19/00119/AS  Broxburn, Ashford Road, High Halden
Erection of a detached double garage

19/00078/AS  Broombourne Farm, High Halden
Lawful Development Certificate - Existing - installation of in-ground swimming pool
18/01117/AS  Annexe at, Church Farm, Church Hill, High Halden
Change of use from annexe to independent dwelling
18/01208/AS  Annexe at, Church Farm, Church Hill, High Halden, Kent 
Modify S106 agreement on planning permission 93/01273/AS to allow the annexe to be an independent dwelling

19/00179/AS  Ireleth, Cripple Hill, High Halden
Proposed side and first floor extension. Detached two-bay replacement garage

18/00262/ AS  Land between Ransley Oast and Greenside, Ashford Road, High Halden
Proposed construction of 43 residential dwellings and associated garages / parking including construction of proposed access road and other associated works
18/01803/AS   Studio at, Beale Lands Farm House, Shawlands Lane, High Halden
Extension to, and conversion of, former studio to holiday let with associated parking and amenity curtilage
Refusals 
None to date
Withdrawals
None to date

Other planning matters

Appeal to Planning Inspectorate:  18/00378/AS   Leisure Park Real Estate, Woodlands Park, Tenterden Road, Biddenden  

Variation of condition 4 of permission 12/00898/AS to allow for the stationing of static holiday caravans occupied for holiday purposes only and not to be occupied as a person's sole main place of residence
17/01868/AS  Land rear of St Marys Church between Duxbury and Hill Side, Church Hill, High Halden, Kent 
Outline application for the residential development of up to 26 dwellings. All matters reserved except for access.
This is not a new application, notwithstanding that the description has changed.  The Parish Council has resubmitted its objection comments.  The application will be determined by ABC’s Planning Committee.
Appeal to Planning Inspectorate:  EN/16/00219  Herwish, Martens Lane, High Halden  

Summary of breach(es); Failure to comply with conditions 1 and 2 contained in the planning permission granted on appeal on 14 January 2009 (ref 07/01360/AS) (PINs ref APP/E2205/A/08/2068379); Failure to comply with condition 2 contained in grant of planning permission dated 24 July 2013 (ref 13/00081/AS); and without planning permission the residential use of the land and carrying out of facilitating operational development 
Village confines:  These have been accepted by ABC but should be reviewed every 2-3 years.  Daniel Carter (ABC Planning ) has advised that they have been updated to include the Ransley Farm and Hope House developments. 
18/01803/AS   Studio at, Beale Lands Farm House, Shawlands Lane, High Halden  This was determined by the ABC Planning Committee on 17th April, at which the Chairman put the Parish Council’s objection that it was outside the village confines.  The Chairman regretted that he had been unaware that the confines had been approved at the Cabinet meeting of 11th April, and was not informed of this by the Planning Committee.
73/19  Financial report
73/19-1  To agree payments in accordance with the Budget

Resolved:

That the following payments be made in accordance with the Budget

	Cheque
	Details
	£

	001437
	S Wood (March salary)
	493.37

	001438
	S Wood (expenses)
	54.85

	001439
	D Ball (children’s play area fencing repairs)
	477.75

	001440
	Memorial Hall (hire charges)
	90.00

	001441
	B Croucher (caretaking services)
	54.95

	001442
	Mintfresh Services  (bus shelter cleaning)
	35.00

	001443
	Kent Association of Local Councils (subscription)
	622.54

	001444
	S Wood (April salary)
	510.64

	001445
	S Wood (expenses)
	44.37

	001446
	Npower Ltd (sports pavilion)
	390.88

	001447
	Council for the Protection of Rural England (subscription)
	36.00

	001448
	J Audsley (expenses)
	14.50


Balance as at  29th April 2019
£  55482.34 (cheque and deposit accounts)  

74/19  Reports

74/19-1  Ward member   Cllr Pickering reported that the Joint Consultative Committee (of which he is Chairman) approved the proposed reorganisation of the Planning Dept. In light of the forthcoming closure of Debenhams, Cllr Pickering has approached Primark, promoting Ashford as a site for its stores.  Venruth has been called into Planning Committee.  Borough Council elections are being held on 2nd May, there are two ward members for High Halden.  Cllr Dr Taylor thanked Cllr Pickering for his support for the Parish Council.
74/19-2  Environmental   Cllr Mrs Morgan advised that the repairs to the children’s play area have been carried out.  An incident in which rubbish bins were thrown into the ditch was reported no 101; the PCSO has spoken to the offenders and will pay a home visit.
74/19-3  Safety and security   Nothing to report.
74/19-4  Highways   Nothing to report.
74/19-5  Marketing/Projects  Nothing to report.

74/19-6 Finance Committee  The Parish Council is on a sound financial footing at the year-end.  
74/19-7 KALC  The Minutes of the meeting on 27th March will be circulated.  At the meeting it was noted that other Parish Councils are also having difficulty in attracting parish councillors.
75/19 Information items

75/19-1   HHVEC update  The Committee met in mid-April and the following events are planned:
Cinema trial run – a showing of Bohemian Rhapsody (tbc) at 5pm on a Sunday in October. £5/adult, £2.50/child

Murder, Mystery – at The Chequers on Halloween

Race Night – being organised by The Chequers

Scavenger Hunt – well attended with 70-100 children taking part

Summer lunch with music – in the hall on 21st June.

The Facebook page has been renamed ‘High Halden Village Diary’.

76/19  Any other Business
76/19-1   The Chairman presented a list of outstanding issues for the ‘new’ Parish Council (attached to the Minutes).  These include the Local Plan to 2030; this originally included 135 homes for the parish, but this was revised down by the Planning Inspector to 58.  If existing developments are added (Ransley Farm [43], Kent Highways depot [25], Precinct 13 [9]) the number of new homes in the parish increases by 135, an increase of approx 20%.  This will be of relevance in relation to the Church Hill planning application.
76/19-2  Joint Parishes Traffic Committee:  this was attended by Cllr Mrs Harris.  The high turnover of staff at KCC Highways was noted.
77/19  Items for next Parish Council meeting 
77/19-1  Annual Return.
77/19-2  Request for benches.
77/19-3  Repainting of benches on the church village green.

77/19-4  Crown lifting of tree on the church village green.
78/19  Date of next meeting
Friday 7th June 2019 at 4.00pm in the Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at 8.00pm.


76/19-1  Outstanding issues for the ‘new’ Parish Council

1. Appointment of park keeper

2.  Maintenance of football pitches

3. Allocation of football pitches (brewmasters/hornets)
4. Section 106 monies (especially drainage in park)
5. Village parking/garage review   with ABC
6. Street lighting review with ABC
7. Church Hill field development? ABC planning committee June 2019 (tbc)
8. Clearance of Hatchentan site
9. Outstanding condition Bishop Close/precinct 13 development 
10. Ashford Local Plan to 2030 (Pope House Farm and Hope House field)
11. Village website 
12. Cycle racks at pub
13. Speed limit review on Cripple Hill
14. Sign for Jubilee Park
15. Progress with byway
16. Hill on Woodchurch Road (continual flow of water?? Ice in winter - with KCC)
17. Review of village confines (every 2-3 years)

