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HIGH HALDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Virtual Annual Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 8 June 2020 at 7.00pm on Zoom Pro
The Chairman welcomed County Councillor Michael Hills to the meeting who then gave the following report from KCC
County Councillor Michael Hills advised Members that unlike any other ‘emergency situation’ in the past where they had been a ‘Response’ followed by a ‘Recovery’ phase, KCC is having to cope with both Response and Recovery phases of the pandemic.  KCC is addressing both the Respond and Recovery phases in the following ways.
KCC Services Response Update
Adult Social Care is continuing with the vital job of protecting the most vulnerable people.  KCC has been given a new responsibility in care homes where the government has asked local authorities to put in place the Care Home Support Plan, drawing on local resilience and business continuity planning.                                                     Children’s Services have been extremely busy and their burden has been exacerbated by the ongoing problem of unaccompanied young asylum seekers.  Unaccompanied asylum seekers under the age of 16 need to be found foster homes and KCC is now at full capacity.  The Leader of KCC has taken this up with the Home Secretary and awaits a response.
The Emergency Planning team is embedded in the Kent Resilience Forum and remains heavily engaged in providing food and care for the shielded and homeless and more recently acquiring PPE for a host of partners.
Community Wardens have also proved to be a most effective and flexible service providing help and support to a wide range of vulnerable people.  
KCC has a new role in managing the NHS test and trace cases in more vulnerable settings such as schools, prisons and care homes and to manage the hot spots.                                                                                                              ‘Kent Together’ continues to provide a single convenient point of contact for anyone in the county who is in urgent need of help.  It is also the place to report any concerns about the welfare of someone else.
KCC Services Recovery Update

Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC) began reopening on Friday 15 May.  The majority of sites are open 7 days a week and a booking system has been introduced to manage the numbers.  HWRC have been reconfigured so that people using them can stay the requisite 2m of social distance apart.

Country Parks and PROW – all 9 Country Parks and PROW are open including the the car parks.  

Library Plans – all the libraries are currently closed in line with government advice but KCC is delivering a robust digital service and has seen a 500% increase in new customers for these resources.  KCC is also pleased to have received a number of compliments from members of the public on how much they are enjoying the digital experience.  Libraries are expected to start opening in early July 

Registration – KCC is currently conducting death registrations over the telephone and that is working well.  However, birth registrations are halted as there are legal constraints on telephone registrations.  KCC is hoping to resume birth registrations in July and hope to recover the significant backlog within a couple of months.
Primary Schools have started reopening and 118 schools were opened to relevant age groups on 1 June.   A total of 21,382 children are attending one of the 474 schools.  KCC is supporting governors, teachers and parents to facilitate the return to school.  
Support for the voluntary and community sector – the VCS sector has been particularly badly hit by the Covid-19 crisis losing both earned income and donations.  KCC has worked with the Kent Community Foundation to provide grants and loans to ensure survival of many of these important organisations.
Support for Businesses – KCC in collaboration with all the local authorities in Kent, has launched a dedicated business support line for coronavirus related issues which is being delivered by the Kent & Medway Growth Hub. The authority is also informing those businesses that have taken advantage of KCC loans that a 12-month interest-free repayment holiday is available.
Transport – The Government has provided funding to develop ‘Active Travel Plans’ to include walking and cycling.  Kent Highways and Public Rights of Way are bidding for a share of this funding.  Supported Bus routes are all now running.  The public bus service will be returning during June.
Turner Contemporary is closed but providing a popular digital offer.  Hoping to reopen in July.
7.08pm – The Chairman thanked County Councillor Michael Hills for his comprehensive report.  County Councillor Michael Hills left the meeting 
90/20 Present and Apologies

Cllr Robinson (Chairman), Cllr Sargent (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Harris and Cllr Mrs Pickering, 
Mrs L Goldsmith (Clerk).  County Councillor Michael Hills, Cllr Pickering (ward member) and 7 members of the public participated.   Apologies were received from Kristina Hoath, PCSO Richards and the Community Warden.
91/20 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Mrs Pickering:  Voluntary Declaration as the spouse of the ward member.

92/20 Minutes of the meeting of 11 May 2020
Resolved: 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on the 11 May 2020 be approved and confirmed as a true record.

93/20 Matters Arising

93/20-1 Jubilee Park signs:  Cllr Mrs Harris has received the village logo from Kristina Hoath and has forwarded it to Medash Signs.  The new sign will have the village logo on the top and then just the wording ‘Jubilee Park’ below.
94/20 Open session 

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow members of the public to raise items with the Council.

Herwish, Martins Lane – A few members of the public raised their concerns about an Appeal for a Certificate of Lawful Development for domestic living in a shed in a field at Hewish, Martins Lane.  The Parish Council was asked to continue with its objection to the activities on this site and to the appeal.  
Hatchetan - It was reported by the public that Hatchetan may have 5 or 6 Klargesters still in place.  Cllr. Pickering, as Ward Member, offered to write to Tony Jarvis in Enforcement about their removal.
Venruth, Redbrook Street – A few members of the public mentioned that an appeal has been made for the Variation of condition 4 on planning permission 15/00223/AS to allow for a static caravan to be located on the site and the removal of the existing tourer.  There was a request from members of the public for the Parish Council to send a letter of objection to the appeal.  

Land behind High Halden Church of England Primary School – A member of the public raised their concerns about the status of the land behind the school.  Local knowledge suggests that the land was split and sold in sections a number of years ago and that interestingly some of the plots are now being offered for sale.  None of the plots have formal planning permission but it was noted that the area can be accessed from the A28.  Witnesses have seen people out on site measuring the plots.  Not a lot can be done at the moment other than to monitor the site and to report anything suspicious to Enforcement.  
95/20 PCSO’s report
 The PCSO’s report has been circulated.
96/20 To consider a request for additional street lighting on Church Hill and an extension to the footpath to address safety issues near the school for pedestrians

Members considered a request from a local resident for additional street lighting on Church Hill and resolved that all residents would need to be consulted on such a proposal and that this was not a priority for the Parish Council at the moment.  Members discussed a request for an extension to the footpath near to the school and concluded that parents at the school and other visitors would use the pavement for parking which would not help the situation.  However, Members were in agreement that the speed limit should be reduced in this area to 20mph.  Members resolved that the Clerk should discuss the process for a speed reduction with KCC Highways and also approach County Councillor Michael Hills for his support in requesting speed surveys.
97/20 To ratify clearance works to the ditches on the football fields                                                                         The Chairman reported that the works to the ditches on the football fields have not taken place yet.  A quote of £1,260.00 for clearance of the ditch from 59 Hopes Grove to the corner of the sports field was considered.  Members resolved to accept the quote subject to the Clerk confirming that the debris is to be removed.
98/20 To consider costings and location of village gates                                                                                                    The Clerk will be discussing the proposal for village gates with KCC Highways.  The Clerk plans to meet with the Highways Steward to look at possible alternative locations for the gates and then obtain quotes for different designs.  Members are keen that the gates are designed to hopefully reduce the speed of traffic through the village.  A couple of possible locations were discussed including Halden Heights and Foxhill.  
99/20   To consider quotes for a bench on the footway outside Halden Heights                                        Members discussed 4 quotes circulated by the Clerk and resolved to place an order for a Glasdon Eco Rest Seat for £413.35.  Cllr. Robinson will advise the Clerk whether it should be ordered in black or brown.  The bench is to be placed on the footpath in front of Halden Heights nursing home, this location has been approved by KCC Highways.  The Clerk will now submit a formal application to KCC to obtain a licence for temporary street furniture.  The Parish Council will be responsible for the maintenance of the bench.
100/20 To consider a request from Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance for a donation                                        Members considered a request from Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance for a donation.  Members resolved to make a donation of £250.00 on the basis that the request falls within the requirements of a Section 137 donation in that the service has and will continue to benefit residents in the village.  A cheque will be raised for payment at the next meeting.
101/20 To consider employing a Park Keeper for Jubilee Park                                                                                       Members are keen to progress the idea of employing a Park Keeper for Jubilee Park.  Members approved the job description circulated by the Clerk and approved the suggestion that the hourly rate should be set on the minimum wage with hours being variable but likely to be in the region of 5-7 hours per week.  The successful applicant will be responsible for any PAYE payments.  Cllr. Mrs Harris advised that an allowance of £1,000.00 has been made in the budget this year for the Caretaker role which is unlikely to be fully utilised, (£500 was spent on the Caretakers role in 2019/20), and could therefore be used for this new role.  The Clerk was asked to find out where the Parish Council stands in terms of insurance for this role given that the applicant may need to use some heavy-duty equipment.  The Clerk was also asked to find out where the role could be advertised.  
102/20 To consider registration for online banking for the Parish Council’s accounts                                              Members resolved that the Clerk should register for online banking for the Parish Council’s accounts.  The Clerk warned that it might take a while for this to happen given that a request for new signatories and a change of address for the Parish Council has just been submitted to NatWest.  The Clerk will register for online banking when the signatories and address have been amended which from past experience could take a while.
103/20 To review use of email accounts in line with best practice and GDPR                                                       The Clerk has advised Members that the use of personal email addresses is not considered to be good practices following the introduction of GDPR last year.  Parish Councils have been encouraged to register for a suite of email addresses with the Clerk as an administrator in the interests of protecting data.  Members resolved that generic email addresses should be adopted but would prefer not to have to pay for this facility.  The Clerk has registered for a Gmail Suite Account but this would cost just under £5 per Councillor per month.  The Clerk was asked to investigate what other options are available and to check with Kim Buggins whether there is such a facility within the website domain package.
104/20 Planning applications
Cllr Mrs Pickering assumed the Chair as Planning Portfolio holder.

20/00585/AS – Oakwood, Biddenden Road, Tenterden                                                                                                    Change of use from C3 (residential) to C2 (residential childrens care home.                                                                                                                                                             Resolved:  That the application be supported.
20/00611/AS – Halden Field, Pope House Lane, Tenterden                                                                                Revision to plot 2 on planning permission 19/01362/AS to relocate approved garage and 1 new rear dormer window, alter design of approved front dormer to form a partially covered cantilevered balcony with glass balustrade and reposition parking.                                                                                                                                Resolved: That the application be supported.
Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda 
20/00672/AS – Forge Bungalow, Tilden Close, High Halden                                                                                                 Outline application with all matters reserved for replacement 3 bedroom chalet bungalow                                                                  Resolved: That the application be supported.
Approvals:
20/00419/AS  Little Bedgebury Farm, High Halden
Formation of new vehicular access and erection of gates.
Refusals:  None to consider
Prior approval refused: None to consider

Withdrawn:

19/01682/AS – 1 Little Hookstead, Wrens Nest Lane, High Halden                                                                                   Proposed demolition of an existing two storey building and two agricultural barns with replacement 5 unit residential development and conversion of existing oast house.
Other Planning Matters:  

Herwish Martins Lane – The Clerk was asked send a letter to Planning at Ashford Borough Council and state that that the Parish Council’s objections to this site have not changed and in particular to object to the current Appeal for a Certificate of Lawful Development for domestic living in a shed in the field.

Venruth, Redbrook Street – The Clerk to send a letter of objection, to be compiled by Members, to the Appeal for a Variation of condition 4 on planning permission 15/00223/AS to allow for a static caravan to be located on site and removal of the existing tourer.  This decision is to be ratified at the next meeting.

Land between Ransley Oast and Greenside, Ashford Road, High Halden - regarding alleged breach of conditions 6 and 28 of planning permission 18/00262/AS, erection of hoarding and out of hours working.  Strategic Development had advised the Clerk that the Borough Council has been in contact with the developer and it has been confirmed that there will be no further works on the site until the discharge of conditions application is approved.  The Borough Council will continue to monitor the situation.  
Cllr Robinson resumed the Chair.

106/20 To agree payments in accordance with the Budget and note receipts
Resolved:

That the following payments be made in accordance with the Budget and receipts noted:
Payments
	Cheque
	Details
	£

	001552
	S Wood (May expenses)
	16.83

	001553
	L Goldsmith (May expenses) 
	21.67

	001554
	L Goldsmith (April/May Salary)
	623.96

	001555
	HMRC (May L Goldsmith)
	155.80

	001556
	ACRK (Annual Membership)
	55.00

	001557
	South East Water (Sports Pavilion)
	31.16

	001558
	Mint Fresh (Bus stop cleaning)
	40.25

	001559 
	S Wood (May salary)
	209.74

	001560
	HMRC (May S Wood)
	52.60


Receipts
	Details
	£

	Brewmasters Club Hire of Pitches 2020-2021
	264.00

	NatWest interest
	4.95


Balance as at 8 June 2020 – Clerk to confirm at the next meeting as unable to access bank statements

107/20  Reports

107/20-1 Ward member  
Cllr Pickering reported that the Borough Council is continuing to support the shielded with food parcels and any help needed.  All the previously homeless people in the borough are now in some form of accommodation and the Borough Council is hopeful that they will want to be permanently homed post Covid-19.  Financial assistance is still being given to local businesses including The Chequers on the Green.  Although Ashford has the highest number of reported cases of Covid-19 in Kent it has the lowest death rate.  Consideration is being given to reopening Customer Services in Civic Centre.  All officers are still, in the main, home working and meetings such as the Planning Committees and Cabinet are meeting virtually.  
107/20-2 Highways  
Cllr. Robinson has reported two large potholes outside the One Stop Shop and an overgrown hedge encroaching on the footpath near to the shop.  It was noted that the speed limit signs entering and exiting the village have finally been changed to reflect the new speed limits from 50mph down to 40mph. 
107/20-3 Marketing/projects   
Cllrs. Robinson, Sargent and the Clerk are due to have a virtual meeting with Kim Buggins on Wednesday 10 June at 9am to discuss the administration and use of the website.  The Chairman thanked Kim and Paul Buggins for all the effort they continue to pour into developing the new village and Parish Council website.
107/204 Finance Committee  
Nothing to report
107/20-5 KALC 
No meetings held due to Covid-19.  A virtual meeting is expected to be held soon. The Parish Council recently supported KALC’s proposal that applications for working hours on building sites located in residential areas should not be extended. KALC has also sent a letter to Ashford Borough Council thanking them for their response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  
108/20 HHVEC update
Kristina Hoath was unable to attend the meeting but advised the Chairman that hopefully Bill Buckley will play the Last Post for the combined VE and VJ Day Anniversary celebrations planned for August, COVID-19 permitting. The Chairman advised that a group of 8 continue to meet every Saturday morning to review the response of the High Halden Volunteers’ Group and asked for thanks to be passed Pauline Rose and Kristina Hoath for masterminding this group.  

109/20 Any other Business

Chelsea Academy Football Club 
The Parish Council has been approached by Chelsea Academy to use the sports field to host groups of 5 or less young peopleover a 4 hours session.  Each group session would involve a number of coaches and last around 45 minutes to allow for social distancing to be adhered to between groups.  Members agreed to make a decision between meetings to be ratified at the next meeting to allow the Academy to use the sports fields subject to sight of a full risk assessment, public liability insurance and a Covid-19 risk assessment.  The Academy has suggested paying up to £45.00 for each 4 hour session.  Clarification is needed on whether the coaches will need to use the sports pavilion and whether the Parish Council will need to ask the caretaker to open and close the facilities and clean.  It is understood that the youngsters will be advised that toilets will not be provided.  
110/20 Items for the next Parish Council meeting
110/20-1 Venruth, Redbrook Street - Ratification of decision to object to planning appeal
110/20-2 Chelsea Football Club - Ratification of terms and use of the football pitch and pavilion 

110/20-3 Speedwatch – Feasibility of setting the scheme up in High Halden
111/20 Date of next meeting

Monday 13 July at 7.00pm by Zoom Pro.

The meeting closed at 8.29pm.




