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HIGH HALDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council 

held on 13th January 2020 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall
01/20  Present and Apologies

Cllr Robinson (Chairman), Cllr Sargent (Vice-chairman) Cllr Mrs Harris and Cllr Mrs Pickering, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Cllr Pickering (ward member) attended and eight members of the public were present.     Apologies were received from the Community Warden.
02/20 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Mrs Pickering:  Voluntary Declaration as the spouse of the ward member.

03/20 Minutes of the meeting of 9th December 2019
Resolved: 

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th December 2019 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
04/20 Matters Arising

04/20-1 Contribution to the PCC for additional grounds maintenance in St Mary’s churchyard:  The PCC has not yet discussed the proposal due to pressures arising from the interregnum.  (201/19-1)
04/20-2 Work to Carter’s Oak on the village green:  The works were carried out on 10th January.   Kristina Hoath dealt with minor works to the small oak as identified by the tree surgeon.  (201/19-2)
04/20-3 BOAT AT254:  The Vice-chairman reported that the bollards have been removed.  KCC Highways are proposing seasonal closures of the byway to  4x4 traffic.
05/20  Open session 

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow members of the public to raise items with the Council.

BOAT AT254:  It was reported that Graham Rustling [KCC Highways] advised at a site meeting in January 2019 that he would recommend downgrading the BOAT to a bridleway; seasonal closure is thought to be a first step in a lengthy process.  The repairs were completed in March 2019 and it was a requirement that the bollards be removed, but this was delayed until August.  It had been indicated that the report would be submitted in July, but this has apparently been delayed.  Residents have been monitoring usage over the Christmas and New Year period, and off-road motorbike activity has been noted, but not by 4x4s.  Residents will continue to monitor, with updates sent to Graham Rustling, in support of the closure.  The Chairman asked that the Parish Council be copied in on any correspondence.
Traffic problems at the primary school:  It was noted that these had been reported at the November meeting by the Community Warden (184/19-1).  The Church Hill planning application had made provision for parking near to the school and had been supported by a number of residents for this reason.  It was noted that the application would deliver 5/6 parking spaces so would not have resolved the problem.  The Chairman stated that proposed parking in the car park of The Chequers had been ruled out because of the number of deliveries to the pub.  A recent accident at the school was reported.  It was noted that there had been no support from the church previously, and the school as a Church of England school by implication, but now that the issue has become apparent pressure should be put on the church and school to resolve the problem.   The Chairman noted that this is a widespread problem outside schools and suggested that there may be possible solutions demonstrated elsewhere.  He agreed that the situation has to be addressed.  The Vice-chairman noted that with the upcoming new developments in High Halden pressure will increase.  The Chairman advised that as a governor of the school he is aware that it may expand.
Burglary:  A burglary of a property in Ashford Road on 13th January was reported.  The Chequers has CCTV but it is unknown if this covers the property.  The Chairman suggested that the PCSO’s advice re security be posted on the village facebook page or noticeboards.
Planning:  Concerns were expressed re the lack of detail for landscaping land at the front of the Hope House development; the Design and Access Statement records that responsibility for maintenance will be passed to residents.  It is unclear who will own the land.  Water run-off from the development will be piped under the A28 into the pond in Hopes Grove and thence to the playing fields.  It was noted that the pond had been used as a dumping ground for garden rubbish but has now been cleared and newts reported.  The need to inspect and maintain the drainage system was stressed.  The Chairman noted that S106 monies will be used to ensure that the Jubilee Field drains are kept clear.  Cllr Pickering suggested that the Parish Council contact the developer (Sunningdale Developments) and ask that the land be made over to the PC; this will be followed-up.
Pedestrian crossing at Cala Homes:  There has been no response to the PC’s requests for information.

The meeting was reconvened.
06/20  Reports
06/20-1  Community Warden   No report in the Community Warden’s absence.
06/20-2  PCSO   The PCSO’s report has been circulated.
07/20 Quotes for signs for Jubilee Park
In hand with Cllr Mrs Harris.  Previous quotes obtained by Cllr Mrs Harris and the Chairman were not accepted on cost grounds.  Medash Signs will be asked to requote, but not for signs of recycled plastic which were prohibitively expensive.

08/20  Quotes for installation of bollards on the village green

In hand with the Clerk.  A photograph of the existing wooden bollards will be sent to KCC Highways who will be asked to quote for the work.
09/20  Request for benches on Ashford Road
The request put forward six positions; these will be forwarded to KCC Highways for comment.

10/20  Possible projects for future S106 monies and the process

The Chairman advised that receipt of the monies depends on when the development takes place and the given number of properties are occupied [the trigger point for delivery of the funds].  The Borough Council has offered to talk to the PC about the process; this will not be taken up because all of the monies have been allocated to projects.
11/20  Quotes for works arising from the playing area inspection

The quote from Everything Outside is awaited.

12/20  Upgrading the website to the Host Papa Business Plan

The Clerk advised that for technical reasons (Entry Process errors) use of the website is exceeding the limits allowed under the current payment plan, and the site host (Host Papa) had indicated that the site will be suspended because of this.  The host suggested that an upgrade to the Business Plan at a cost of £3.95/month would increase the limit and address the problem.  It was proposed that the payment plan be upgraded to the Business Plan.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council’s payment plan for the website host be upgraded, at a cost of £3.95/month.

Migration of the website is in hand with Kim Buggins, with completion scheduled for 1st April.  There will be a community website and a Parish Council website, with links to both.

13/20  Date of the 2020 Annual Parish Meeting
To be moved from 13th April (Easter Monday) to 20th April, subject to the hall diary.

14/20 Planning applications
Cllr Mrs Pickering assumed the Chair as Planning Portfolio holder.

19/01713/AS  Lodgeland Farm, Harbourne Lane, High Halden
Replacement of Approved Agricultural Storage Building (18/01768/AS) with a Purpose Built Mixed Use Building for Stabling, Kennels (Working Dogs), Tractor Store and Garaging, and change of use of agricultural land for equestrian grazing
There are no objections to the larger barn.  The owner of the land is a long-time farmer with permission to keep farm animals.  He has kept horses and therefore has stabling.  The need for the stabling in the application was queried and the change of use.   It was proposed that there be no objection to the application but with the comment that the change of use is queried given the historic use of the land for equestrian grazing.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council has no objection to the application but would comment that the change of use is queried given the historic use of the land for equestrian grazing.

19/01772/AS  Meadow View, Biddenden Road, High Halden
Erection of Two-storey side extension; single-storey rear extension
There are no objections from neighbours and the application would improve neighbours’ visual amenity.  It was proposed that the application be supported.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council supports the application.

19/01769/AS  Land East of Hope House, Ashford Road, High Halden
Reserved matters application for details of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale for the erection of 28 dwellings and the creation of access pursuant to outline planning permission granted under 17/00952/AS
This is a development of 28 houses on a site included in the Local Plan, ten of which have to be affordable:  5 x 5-bed, 8 x 4-bed, 11 x 3-bed, 4 x 2-bed.   There is no encroachment on Hope House and the frontage includes greenery.  More information is needed re landscaping.  Cllr Mrs Pickering proposed that the application be supported.  The Chairman agreed but with the comment that this would be subject to clarification re ownership of the land at the front of the site.  The Vice-chairman and Cllr Mrs Pickering felt that any comment would be overlooked if the Parish Council supported the application.  The consultation is open until 30th  January; Cllr Mrs Pickering encouraged residents to view the application, which was publicised in the Kentish Express, and comment.  It was proposed that the Parish Council comments on the application regarding ownership of the land at the front. 
Resolved:

That the Parish Council submits a comment that clarification is needed on the ownership of land at the front of the site.

19/01781/AS  Hallmark Farm, Ashford Road, St Michaels 
Proposed Farm Shop on the land adjacent to Hallmark Farm and change of land use from agricultural land to A1 (retail) and A3 (restaurant/cafe)

The owner submitted an application for land behind Hallmark Farm (19/01525/AS Redevelopment of existing commercial and retail premises, including erection of 3 replacement buildings to B1 Office use, parking and landscaping provisions, installation of new (dedicated) highway access with gate serving Hallmark Farmhouse (revision to planning permission 17/01834/AS to extend units 2 & 3, erection of unit 4; alterations to design, opening hours and associated works) which has not yet been determined.  The Parish Council supported this application. The new application is for the adjacent site.  Access to this site has already gone in (approved application 18/00739/AS  Proposed new field access and farm gate). If both applications are permitted it will lead to the creation of a large industrial site with 40+ parking spaces.  This would lead to an increase in traffic entering and leaving the site from the A28.  The site is an important gap in the village affording excellent views of the countryside, such gaps play an important role in defining the village confines.  The application runs counter to HOU5 because it will not preserve or enhance the rural setting.  The site is outside the village confines.  It was proposed that an objection be made to the application.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council objects to the application.
Planning applications received after receipt of the agenda
No applications have been received.
Approvals: 
19/01563/AS   Salix, Ashford Road, High Halden 
Addition of two front dormer windows

19/00904/AS & 19/00905/AS  Little Bedgebury Farm, High Halden
Erection of replacement porch and replacement of existing conservatory with garden room; roof extension to northwest elevation; addition of dormer pitch; addition and replacement of windows and rooflight; erection of free-standing glasshouse

19/01609/AS  Land at rear and west of Little Hookstead Farm, Wrens Nest Lane, High Halden
Extension to existing yard (20m x 5m) and creation of an agricultural track (200m x 3.5m) from the existing road access
19/00261/TC  The Green, Ashford Road, High Halden  

Oak, Canopy lift to a height of 3 meters above the ground to stop the children from swinging and damaging the lower canopy and to lift the canopy away from anyone wanting to walk under the tree. 

Refusals: None.
Withdrawals:  
19/01649/AS  New Barn Farm, Ashford Road, High Halden

Prior Approval of Proposed Change of Use of an Agricultural Building and land within its curtilage to Three Dwelling houses and Associated Operational Development
Six applications were submitted for the same area in December and discussed at the December meeting.  The Parish Council objected to the applications, of which one has now been withdrawn.
Other planning matters:  
Precinct 13 (17/00538/AS):   The Planning Enforcement officer has written to the ward member as follows:  ‘I confirm that we are in the process of progressing the development for forthcoming construction. As you indicated we have been awaiting the final approval on the contamination and now that this has been received we can now proceed. I confirm that in the meantime the existing effective site hoarding will now need to be altered to enclose the additional site area recently purchased from ABC. To this effect I am preparing a further application for the existing/extended hoarding and intend making the application, hopefully next week.     As you are aware the hoarding has proved extremely effective and has ensured that the site for Phase 3 & 4 has remained secure to the advantage of the immediate neighbours but also the village as a whole. Whilst it may appear unsightly in its current state it is far better than the risk of an open site. Development could not proceed until the revised planning had been sought and granted. We have recently undertaken essential repairs to secure the boards and cover fillets that had come loose.’

The hoardings will therefore remain in situ until the development has been completed; the time scale is unknown.  

The Chairman noted that the Parish Council had not been consulted on the sale of the additional site area referred to.  The ward member to follow-up.

Church Farm Barn (19/01585/AS):  The planning application for installation of solar panels and change of use from agricultural to residential was discussed at the December meeting.  In answer to a query raised by the ward member, the Planning Officer has advised that application can be made to put solar panels on residential or agricultural land; the visual impact assessment is essentially the same.  It was felt that this supports the Parish Council’s objection to the change of use.
Cllr Robinson resumed the Chair.

15/20 Financial report

15/20  To agree payments in accordance with the Budget

Resolved:

That the following payments be made in accordance with the Budget:
	Cheque
	Details
	£

	Direct debit
	Kent Playing Fields Association
	20.00

	Direct debit
	Public Works Loan Board (loan repayment)
	1150.60

	001507
	S Wood (salary)
	510.64

	001508
	S Wood (expenses)
	67.50

	001509
	S Robinson (expenses)
	39.00

	001510
	J Morgan (High Halden Volunteers)
	166.26

	001511
	Memorial Hall Management Committee (hall hire)
	90.00

	001512
	Mintfresh Services Ltd (bus shelter cleaning)
	60.37

	001513
	NPower Ltd (sports pavilion)
	371.70

	001514
	HHVEC (purchase of Parish Council domain name for new website)
	69.50

	001515
	Society for Local Council Clerks (subscription)
	56.11

	001516
	B Croucher (caretaking services November & December)
	114.94

	001517
	ICO (annual registration fee for GDPR)
	40.00


Balance as at  13th January 2020
£  71268.70 (cheque and deposit accounts)  
16/20  Reports

16/20-1  Ward member  Cllr Pickering reported that all street lighting in the borough is to be changed to LED; the works in High Halden will be carried out this year.  Responsibility for street lighting will then be handed over to KCC.
Digital transformation:  All ward members have been given tablets and the Borough Council has reduced paperwork costs from £26,000 to £6,000.  Reporting flytipping costs online has reduced costs over a six-month period from £62,500 to £18,500.

No services have been cut.

16/20-2  Environmental  Noting to report.

16/10-3  Safety and security  Nothing to report.
16/20-4  Highways  The damaged sign at the junction with Biddenden Road has not yet been repaired.  The consultation period for the A28 speed limit reduction closed on 23rd December 2019.  It is unknown when the reduction will be implemented.  The High Halden village sign on Church Hill is at an angle, the Chairman to report to KCC Highways
16/20-5  Marketing/projects   The move to the new, linked websites will be completed by 1st April.  The Clerk to inform the site administrator.
16/20-6  Finance Committee  Nothing to report.
16/20-7 KALC  A presentation on CCTV will be given at the meeting on 15th January, and on Highway Improvement Plans at the March meeting.
17/20  HHVEC update
Kristina Hoath reported that the HHVEC account balance is approx £1100, up from £500 in August.
Christmas Fair:  A profit of £198 was made of which £80 was donated to hall funds.

December coffee morning:  £75 in donations were given, including £20 from Little Acorns Nursery.

Cinema night:  Raised £151.

The Christmas tree was collected by Pilgrims Hospice for a donation of £30.  The lighting fault was regretted but has now been repaired.

Race Night:  Sold out and with a waiting list

Forthcoming events:  Coffee morning on 24th January 10am-12noon (organised by the Hall Committee); Cinema Night on 9th February in the school, ‘Yesterday’ will be shown; 8th May 75th Anniversary of VE Day celebrations on the village green with a vintage village fair.  

The programme of events will be reduced during the summer to avoid a clash with other events.
The Chairman thanked Kristina Hoath for her efforts.

18/20  Any other Business

18/20  Free saplings:  The Borough Council is to give ten saplings to each parish, in return for data on the  number of trees on Parish Council-owned land:  the sports fields, Hookstead Green and the village green.
19/20  Items for the next Parish Council meeting
19/20-1 Quotes for signs for Jubilee Park
19/20-2 Quotes for installation of bollards on Church green
19/20-3 Benches on the A28

19/20-4 Quotes for works arising from the playing area inspection
19/20-5 Parish Council contributions to HHVEC for the Race Night and 75th Anniversary celebrations of VE Day
19/20-6 Parish Council response to the Gypsy and Traveller Options report
19/20-7 Traffic-calming measures at High Halden Primary School

19/20-8  Offer of ten free saplings from Ashford Borough Council

20/20 Resolution to exclude the press and public 

It was proposed that, under Section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, because of the confidential nature of the business to be dealt with, the public and press leave the meeting during discussion of item 21, namely discussion of the KALC Community Award.

Resolved:

That the press and public leave the meeting during discussion of the KALC Community Award

21/20 KALC Community Award
Resolved:
That the Parish Council’s nomination will be submitted to KALC.

22/20  Date of next Parish Council meeting

Monday 10th February 2020 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.

 
 

 


