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HIGH HALDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council 

held on 14th October 2019 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall
159/19  Present and Apologies

Cllr Robinson (Chairman), Cllr Sargent (Vice-chairman) and Cllr Mrs Harris, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Eight members of the public were present.     Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Pickering (indisposed), Cllr Pickering (ward member) and the Community Warden.
160/19 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.
161/19 Minutes of the meeting of 9th September  2019
Resolved: 

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 9th September  2019 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
162/19 Matters Arising

There were no Matters Arising.
163/19  Open session 

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow members of the public to raise items with the Council.

Strimmer damage to trees on Hookstead Green:  An offer from Kristina Hoath to put in tree guards was welcomed, with thanks.
Village green:  A trip hazard was reported following removal of a small tree, particularly after dark.  David Ball’s offer to remove it was accepted with thanks.  Ruts on verges caused by cars will be reported to Aspire for remedial works.

Oak tree crown lift:  This will shortly be carried out.

Herwish:   Updates on the current situation have been sought from the Planning Dept of the borough council; it was noted that this has been ongoing over a period of years as the occupier seeks to remain on the site.  The borough council has indicated that it will be dealt with at appeal but it is unknown if such an appeal has yet been submitted by the occupier.  The ward member will be asked to address this as a matter of urgency and the Parish Council will also ask for up-to-date information.
The meeting was reconvened.
164/19  Reports
164/19-1  Community Warden   The Chairman read the Community Warden’s report, which is attached to the Minutes.
164/19-2  PCSO   The PCSO’s report has been circulated and is attached to the Minutes.
165/19  Quotes for the signs for Jubilee Park
The Chairman tabled a quote of £350 for two signs bearing the village logo.  The Chairman to forward to Cllr Mrs Harris who is seeking another quote.  
166/19  Migration of the Parish Council website to an alternative host
The Vice-chairman advised that Mrs Buggins has offered her assistance, given her experience with administering the website for Biddenden Bowls Club.  This was received with thanks.
167/19  Quotes for a Speed Indicator Device
The Chairman stated that this would be for use in Speedwatch, but suggested that before committing the Parish Council to purchase such a device it should be ensured that there are sufficient volunteers to run a Speedwatch team.  The Vice-chairman advised that at least six volunteers would be needed and will advertise on the village Facebook page.  Kristina Hoath offered to post it on the Village Events Committee page.
168/19  Contribution to the Parochial Church Council for additional grounds maintenance in St Mary’s churchyard
The Chairman reported that he has contacted the Churchwarden offering a contribution towards the upkeep of the churchyard, given its importance as a focal point in the village.  He stressed that the Parish Council does not seek to be involved in the management of the churchyard.  A reply is awaited.
169/19  Purchase of a static, permanent, outdoor table tennis table

Cllr Mrs Harris advised that the majority of such tables are installed in schools, noting that bats and balls are supplied by the school.  It was thought that this would not be the case with an outdoor table.  The Chairman suggested that a decision be deferred until S106 monies have been received and used to improve the sports field.
170/19  Payment to Kent County Council of £4219.54 for the speed reduction scheme on the A28

The Chairman tabled the quote from KCC for project costs for the installation of a speed reduction along the A28, as follows:

	Project Activities
	Cost (£)

	Traffic Management
	307.43

	Site Clearance
	182.93

	Traffic Signs
	1,229.18

	Traffic Regulation Order
	2500

	TOTAL
	4,219.54


 
The Clerk advised that KCC has confirmed in writing that there will be no additional costs.
It was proposed that the quote be accepted:

Resolved:

That quote from Kent County Council of £4219.54 for project costs for the installation of a speed reduction along the A28 be accepted.

171/19  Request to fund the purchase of litter picking equipment for use by local volunteers
The Chairman advised that a similar request had been declined by the Parish Council because the activity would not be covered by the Parish Council’s insurance policy.  Zurich Municipal [the Parish Council’s insurer] advised that cover under the Parish Council’s policy would only be provided if the group were taken on as council volunteers, acting under the council’s direction and control.  The council would be responsible for risk assessments and training.  If, however, the group are independent of the council and not acting under its direction, they should seek their own insurance for their activities.  The Chairman suggested that, given the insurance position, the group take out their own insurance cover.  He proposed that the Parish Council fund purchase of the litter picking equipment and the group’s insurance premium.

Resolved:

That the Parish Council fund purchase of the litter picking equipment and the group’s insurance premium.

172/19 Planning applications
19/01370/AS  Wrens Nest, Wrens Nest Lane, High Halden 
Proposed first floor side extension
The Vice-chairman noted that it is a small addition to the building and there are no objections on the website.  It was proposed that the application be supported.

Resolved:

That the application be supported.

19/01362/AS  Halden Field, Pope House Lane, Tenterden 
Revision to plot 2 on planning permission 17/01657/AS (and subsequent amendments) for the erection of an orangery to north elevation, first floor extension to utility room and alteration of fenestration
The Vice-chairman reported that there are no objections from the neighbours and proposed that the application be supported.
Resolved:

That the application be supported.

Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda 
No applications have been received.
Approvals:
19/00987/AS  Land to the south west of Elm Tree Grange, Ashford Road, High Halden 
Erection of a new five bedroom detached dwelling along with new access and private drive from the highway
Refusals: 
None.

Withdrawals:

None.
Other planning matters:  
172/19-1   Stone Circle Livery:  The use of roof materials and rooflights not in accordance with the planning permission [under 13/01410/AS] was reported to Planning and a Contravention Order raised [CO/19/00186].  The result of the investigation is awaited.
172/19-2    Precinct 13:  A reply is awaited to a request for an update on its removal.
172/19-3   Planning applications 19/01206/AS London Beach Golf Club:  Hybrid application seeking: 1. Full planning permission for a detached 3-storey building containing 12 x 2 bedroom flats for active retirees with associated parking and landscaping and 2. Outline planning permission with all matters reserved on a site area of 1.16ha for 4 detached buildings each containing 12 x 2-bedroom flats for active retirees. 
19/01201/AS  London Beach Golf Club:  Three detached houses
The Vice-chairman noted that although the site is in St Michael’s, the Parish Council should comment on the application.  The Clerk will ask for hard copy of the applications, which will be discussed at the next meeting of the Parish Council.
173/19 Financial report

173/19-1  To agree payments in accordance with the Budget

Resolved:

That the following payments be made in accordance with the Budget:
	Cheque
	Details
	£

	001484
	S Wood (salary)
	510.64

	001485
	S Wood (expenses)
	33.31

	001486
	Mintfresh Services Ltd
	35.00

	001487
	David Buckett (internal auditor) 
	310.80

	001488
	Memorial Hall (hire charges)
	90.00

	001489
	Npower Ltd (pavilion electricity)
	305.66

	001490
	Cheque cancelled
	

	001491
	B Croucher (caretaker services sports pavilion)
	65.68

	001492
	PKF Littlejohn (external auditor)
	240.00


Balance as at  14th October  2019
£  80613.08 (cheque and deposit accounts)  
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council’s accounts for 2018-2019, the Annual Return, have been signed off by the external auditor and no matters raised.
174/19  Reports

174/19-1  Ward member  No report in the ward member’s absence.
174/19-2  Environmental  Noting to report.

174/19-3  Safety and security  Nothing to report.
174/19-4  Highways  The damaged sign at the junction with Biddenden Road has been reported to KCC Highways.  Remedial drainage works on Church Hill have been carried out, but it is not yet known if they have addressed the problem.  The village sign on Church Hill is leaning; this will be reported to KCC Highways.
174/19-5  Marketing/projects   Nothing to report.
174/19-6  Finance Committee  Cllr Mrs Harris reported that the balance of the Precept has been paid by the borough council.  The Chairman reported that he has ordered the cycle racks for installation at The Chequers, at a cost of £141.
174/19-7 KALC  The Chairman reported that at the most recent Area Committee meeting, complaints were made at the number of emails sent out by KALC.  Following this the KALC CEO is now circulating a report with a bulleted list summarising information received.
175/19  HHVEC update
Kristina Hoath reported that the cinema evening was well attended and thanked the Committee for its engagement.  A profit of approx £168 was made which will be put towards future events.
The Chequers will pay for the Christmas tree on the village green, which will be sourced from the same supplier as last year.  The stand for the tree is being made by Peter Mealham.

Other events planned are:

· Christmas fair:  01/12

· Christmas tree lights switch-on:  30/11.  The local press will be involved and it has been suggested that the school make Christmas tree decorations, which should be waterproof

·  Ploughman’s lunch:  18/10.  In the village hall, run by the Hall Committee
· Murder Mystery evening:  31/10.  £3 from each ticket sold will go the Events Committee

· Quiz night

· Coffee morning.

Kristina Hoath was thanked for her efforts on behalf of the village.

176/19  Any other Business

176/19-1  Remembrance Sunday:  The Chairman advised that his commitments elsewhere meant that he will not be present at the service, with regret.  The Parish Council’s wreath will be laid by another representative of the Council.
177/19  Items for the next Parish Council meeting
177/19-1 Quotes for signs for Jubilee Park
177/19-2 Migration of the village website
177/19-3 Contribution to the PCC for additional grounds maintenance in St Mary’s churchyard

177/19-4 Report from the internal auditor
177/19-5 Planning applications 19/01206/AS & 19/01201/AS  London Beach Golf Club
178/19  Date of next meeting

Monday 11th November at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall.

The meeting closed at 7.35pm.



164/19-1  Community Warden’s report
It was Safeguarding week this week and I have been round to various clubs in the area, reminding people to be aware of phone, email and postal scams.  I have handed out several scam leaflets that are brief and to the point, and also no cold calling stickers for doors.  I have also issued Kent Fire cards to the elderly to remind them that the service is free to have their smoke alarms checked.
It was the last Rural Café on Friday, and it is a shame they are not coming back but is marvellous that High Halden will be running something similar in the Village Hall.

Any police issues that have not been reported to 101 I pass on to PCSO Kate Richards for all my areas.

All Flytipping reported to Country Eye or Ashford Borough Council and any road issues are emailed to Highways.


164/19-2  PCSO’s report

My monthly PCSO update so you are aware of what myself and PCSO Carin Andrews have been up to in your villages, towns over the last month.

 

It has been another busy month with a variety of different calls and jobs. Our days are never the same. We deal with Scene preservation, road traffic collisions, reassurance visits and regular foot and mobile patrol.

A member of the public reported that a vehicle was in a layby and had been there for a few days, and they thought it was not right. I attended and checked the vehicle and found out that it was stolen so I had it recovered and now it will be going back to the rightful owner.

 

I have also had the opportunity of being part of a planned operation to tackle nuisance bikes and cars in the Ashford areas working closely with our Community Policing Team colleagues; Traffic officers and Specials. It was an effective operation where words of advice were given to some vehicles, and one vehicle was seized for no insurance. 

  

We had time to say hello to the Shadoxhurst Speed Watch team who do a valuable job in our communities making their roads safer. With the assistance of one of our Traffic officers a few cars were stopped and words of advice were given to those drivers about their speed. Speed Watch teams are valuable to our different communities, and their dedication is amazing. We have active groups in Tenterden, St. Michaels, Shadoxhurst, Smallhythe to name just a few, and more Parishes are looking at setting up their own or re- activating their groups. If there are any Parishes that do not have a Speed Watch set up and would like more information please contact the community speed watch team to volunteer, to start a scheme, for support or assistance, or to arrange safety awareness training or have a risk assessment carried out at a new site. To set up a group ideally you need between 3-4 willing volunteers. We also have 2 Speed Watch units at Ashford Station which we can lend out to Parishes to use if they do not have their own equipment.

 
Any further information please call: 01622 653781
 Email: speedwatch@kent.police.uk
You can also follow the team on Twitter @kentspeedwatch so I would please ask that we support them.
Sadly we are still having reports of Anti- Social Behaviour in some of our Parishes.  Myself and Carin have been working closely with those committees to try and put a stop to this. We work with our colleagues the community wardens as well. Please can I ask parents to be aware of what your youngsters are up to in the community especially if they are out late at night.  It isn’t all of them, and we don’t want to stop them being out and about. Sadly it’s just a handful of mindless youngsters that are spoiling it for others. We appreciate all the reports we get and if something is happening in your area please can I ask that you report it by the correct channels either through 101 or via the Kent Police website. If it’s not reported we are unaware it is happening.
Neighbourhood Watch schemes are working well in some of your areas. We have a lot of new homes being built so if anyone would like more information, myself and Neighbourhood Watch Andrew Judd will be in Costa Coffee on Wednesday 23rd October from 10.00-12.00 please pop in and see us.
It’s that time of year where the nights are drawing in, please could you take a moment to read through the below steps on securing your property.
At home:

· Lock all windows and doors before you go out or go to bed, making sure you know where your keys are in case of an emergency. 
· Fit security measures such as intruder alarms, door chains and locks. 
· Avoid labelling house keys in case you lose them and they fall into the wrong hands. 
· Don’t leave keys (including car keys) or valuables on display near doors or windows. 
· Make sure fences, hedges and gates are in good condition. 
· Consider installing external security lights, but make sure they do not affect your neighbours. 
· Avoid leaving side gates open and put away ladders, tools or garden equipment that could be stolen or used to break into your home. 
· Keep garages and sheds locked and alarmed where possible. 
· Store bins carefully so they cannot be used as climbing aids. 
· Never hide spare house keys outside or in a shed. 
· Dispose of packing carefully – empty boxes left outside your home could advertise your valuables to thieves.

If you go away:

· Use timer switches on lights and radios to give the impression that someone is home. 
· Cancel regular deliveries, such as milk and newspapers. 
· Make sure garden furniture is stored away and lock sheds and gates. 
· Ask a relative or trusted neighbour to pop in and move any post from inside your door. 
· Arrange for the curtains to be opened and closed while you are away. 
· Offer your neighbours the use of your driveway.

 
All incidents that have been reported to police can be found in full depth from crime statistics which are available by visiting www.police.uk.

 
I would like to remind all residents to stay vigilant and report anything suspicious online or via the Kent Police non-emergency number 101 or if you do witness a crime in progress then please do call 999.
 
Please do not report directly to me as there are days when I am not on duty and this could delay any actions that need to be taken, leading to potential loss of evidence.

 
 

 


