377

HIGH HALDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council 

held on 9th September 2019 at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall
139/19  Present and Apologies

Cllr Robinson (Chairman), Cllr Sargent (Vice-chairman) and Cllr Mrs Harris, and Mrs S Wood (Clerk).  Eight members of the public were present.   The Community Warden and Cllr Peter Wood (Woodchurch Parish Council) attended.  Apologies were received from Cllr Mrs Pickering (prior commitment), Cllr Pickering (ward member) and PCSO Richards.
140/19 Declarations of Interest

There were no Declarations of Interest.
141/19  Presentation by Cllr Wood (Woodchurch Parish Council) on the Woodchurch Wagon
Cllr Wood’s presentation is attached to the Minutes.  He stated that this is the second such initiative from the Borough Council, the first being the Rolvenden Rocket; the third may be Wye but is subject to funding being available.  The Woodchurch Hub referred to in the presentation is the former Information facility and there is a booking form on the Hub’s website.  The vehicle is equipped with a lift and can accommodate two wheelchairs.
The floor was opened for questions.

What would be the costs to the Parish Council:  Cllr Wood replied that the Borough Council rents it from Enterprise, with a sliding reduction over the first year.  The Parish Council meets these costs which are offset by hires. The Wagon can be handed back at any time if not cost-effective, but its use is being monitored and it has been suggested that there may be demand for a second vehicle.

How many hires are needed to cover the costs:  This depends on the type of hire – journey distance etc.

Is the information being circulated to maximise its use:  Yes, eg to Appledore and High Halden. 

Is Bethersden included, given that the accepted grouping is Woodchurch, High Halden and Bethersden, and the large number of activities in Bethersden:  Bethersden has not been included because it is thought to be large enough to sustain its own vehicle.

142/19 Minutes of the meeting of 12th August  2019
Resolved: 

That the Minutes of the meeting held on 12th August 2019 be approved and confirmed as a true record.
143/19 Matters Arising

143/19-1  Ransley Farm:  There has been no update from Cala Homes on the puffin crossing.  (126/19-1)
144/19  Open session 

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow members of the public to raise items with the Council.

Key safe for the sports pavilion gate:  A security padlock (ie code-protected) was put forward as an alternative.
Speedwatch in the village:  A presentation on Speedwatch (SW) was given at the Neighbourhood Watch (NW) AGM; Adrian Lidgett is head of NW in Biddenden and has details of the SW organiser.  The Chairman welcomed this information and advised that Cllr Mrs Harris has contact information for the St Michael’s organiser.

Life is not an Xbox:  The August trip to Morocco was a great success and the Parish Council was thanked for its support.  The Xbox team’s work in the village has saved the Parish Council approx £1000, in thanks for the Parish Council’s financial support.   Of late the team has removed the broken bench on the village green and repainted the remaining benches; works to the tree on the village green will be carried out in the autumn.   The Chairman welcomed the success of the Xbox project and thanked the team for its efforts.

Stone Circle Livery, enforcement of planning conditions:  An indoor livery is being built and the planning application is for a juniper green roof to blend in with the surroundings and seven sets of two roofing lights.  It was reported that the roof colour is grey and there are 18 sets of three roofing lights, ie 108 rooflights in total, which will give rise to significant light pollution in the nearby Woodchurch dark skies area.  These concerns were relayed to the Borough Council but no response received, the ward member has been asked for help.  The Chairman stated that the Parish Council will follow-up with the Borough Council, copy to the ward member.   The Parish Council was asked if planning conditions are checked.  The Chairman replied that this is unlikely.  The Clerk advised that this had been raised with a meeting of a Planning Enforcement Officer, who had stated that the number of planning conditions each year (>3000) meant that there are not the resources to carry out these checks.  
Precinct 13:  The Parish Council was asked for an update. The Chairman replied that Cllr Mrs Pickering is chasing for information.  The Vice-chairman advised that the tanks have been removed but the resulting holes are now full of water, therefore the hoarding remains in place for safety reasons. Cllr Mrs Harris said that there are reports that the site is no longer contaminated.
Church field planning appeal:  The dismissal was welcomed.  The Chairman congratulated all in the community for their efforts opposing the appeal.

The meeting was reconvened.
145/19  Reports
128/19-1  Community Warden   The Community Warden reported that she has visited the school and attended the Pop-up Cafe.  She noted that the Borough Council has a new Housing Officer (Stuart Tickle) who is being very helpful with issues relating to Borough Council-owned property.
128/19-2  PCSO   The PCSO’s report has been circulated.
146/19  Election of the Planning Portfolio holder

It was proposed that Cllr Mrs Pickering be elected as the Planning Portfolio holder.
Resolved:


That Cllr Mrs Pickering be elected as the Planning Portfolio holder.
147/19  Quotes for the signs for Jubilee Park
The Chairman advised that wooden signs have been ruled out because they are too easily defaced.  Cllr Mrs Harris reported that the company which had quoted £475 +VAT for one sign has quoted £995 + VAT for two, and a second company has quoted £822 for the two signs excluding delivery.  It was noted that the costs are higher because of the specification that the signs be of recycled plastic. The Chairman will research cheaper alternatives.

148/19  Provision of a key safe for the sports field gate
The Chairman reported the request was made by residents in Hopes Grove to facilitate deliveries to the rear of their properties.  He noted that a security padlock had been suggested during the Open Session; Cllr Mrs Harris advised that if a padlock were provided the security code should be changed on a regular basis to prevent misuse of the sports field.  It was proposed that a security padlock be provided for the sports field gate.
Resolved:

That a security padlock be provided for the sports field gate.
The Chairman to source a security padlock.
149/19  Closure of the Parish Council High Halden Village Events Committee bank account
The High Halden Village Events Committee (HHVEC) now has its own bank account and it was proposed that the Parish Council’s HHVEC account be closed.  The Clerk advised that there are no funds in the account.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council High Halden Village Events Committee bank account be closed.

150/19  Migration of the Parish Council website to an alternative host
The Chairman reported KALC has circulated an email offering a GDPR- and website accessibility-compliant website template from Hugo Fox, for which there would be no charge. The Chairman will obtain quotes for the migration of the content of the existing website, and quotes for administration.  The Clerk will upload Parish Council-related content, but noted that training will be needed for the website administrators of a Hugo Fox site.  It was proposed that the Parish Council moves its website to Hugo Fox.
Resolved:

That the Parish Council moves its website to Hugo Fox.

151/19   Introduction of Speedwatch to the village

The Vice-chairman reported that High Halden is one of the few villages that does not have a Speedwatch (SW) initiative.  He further noted that the equipment [a Speed Indicator Device] can be borrowed from the Police or purchased.  Volunteers are needed to implement it who will have to be trained and sites risk-assessed by the Police.  The Police send a letter to persistent offenders and there is evidence that SW influences driver behaviour, but there have been some reports of abuse towards SW teams.   The Vice-chairman will obtain costs of the Speed Indicator Device.  The Chairman proposed that SW be taken forward to reduce traffic speed through the village.
152/18 Planning applications
19/01203/AS Durrants Court, Ashford Road, High Halden
Removal of condition 03 on planning permission 86/01317/AS to allow the Granary to be used as an independent dwelling
The Vice-chairman noted that the proposal is not infill, and the building is already in use.  It was proposed that no objection be made to the application.
Resolved:
That no objection be made to the application.
Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda 
No applications have been received.
Approvals:
19/00935/AS  2 The Martins, High Halden
Proposed two storey rear extension and roof alterations to the garage to provide additional accommodation (resubmission of 16/00792/AS)

19/01000/AS Woodend Lodge, Woodend, Redbrook Street, Woodchurch
Demolition of garage and erection of two storey replacement side extension; extension to front

19/01065/AS  Land south of junction of Wrens Nest Lane and, Thurstons Lane, High Halden
Proposed agricultural building for use as hay store, machinery store and lambing shed

Appeal Dismissed:

17/01868/AS  Land rear of St Marys Church between Duxbury and Hill Side, Church Hill, High Halden
Outline application for the residential development of up to 31 dwellings
The ‘No’ signs are to be removed by Pauline Rose and stored by Kristina Hoath, for repainting and reused to publicise HHVEC events.
Refusals: 
None.

Other planning matters:  
None.
153/19 Financial report

153/19-1  To agree payments in accordance with the Budget

Resolved:

That the following payments be made in accordance with the Budget:
	Cheque
	Details
	£

	001476
	S Wood (salary)
	510.64

	001477
	S Wood (expenses)
	33.89

	001478
	Mintfresh Services Ltd
	35.00

	001479
	Brewmasters Football Club 
	50.60

	001480
	Ashford Borough Council (remedial works to football pitches)
	1305.60

	001481
	D Ball (repairs -  village green benches)
	36.20

	001482
	Royal British Legion (poppy wreath)
	25.00

	001483
	B Croucher (caretaker services sports pavilion)
	65.68


Balance as at  9th September  2019
£  64779.12 (cheque and deposit accounts)  

154/19  Reports

154/19-1  Ward member  No report in the ward member’s absence.
154/19-2  Environmental  It has been reported that a  BBQ has been left outside the sports pavilion.  It was thought that this has been donated to the Brewmasters Football Club; the Clerk to follow-up.  Complaints of damage to trees on Hookstead Green caused by strimming will be taken up with the contractors (Aspire).
154/19-3  Safety and security  Nothing to report.
154/19-4  Highways  Remedial drainage works on Church Hill have been carried out, but it is not yet known if they will be effective.
154/19-5  Marketing/projects   See 150/19.
154/19-6  Finance Committee  Cllr Mrs Harris reported that finances are in accord with the Budget.
154/19-7 KALC  At the July meeting Cllr Neil Bell (Biddenden ward member) gave a presentation on ways to facilitate communications between the borough and parish councils, and is looking into reinstating the Parish/Rural Forum.  The next meeting is on 25th September.
155/19  HHVEC update
The following events are being organised:
· Cinema night on 6th October.  ‘Fisherman’s Friends’ will be shown and ticket sales are going well.

· Halloween Supper

· Murder Mystery Night with a two-course meal

· Harvest ploughman’s lunch

· Christmas fair on 1st December

· A night at the races with a fish and chip supper

· Horticultural quiz in November

· Community lunches

Support for the events was welcomed by the Chairman.   It was noted that the HHVEC Face Book page is well used, generating a significant number of hits.
156/19  Any other Business

156/19-1 Village sign near Foxhills:  This has been recovered by KCC Highways but it is not known when it will be reinstated.
157/19  Items for the next Parish Council meeting
157/19-1 Quotes for signs for Jubilee Park
157/19-2 Migration of village website

157/19-3 Speedwatch in High Halden

157/19-4 Grounds maintenance in St Mary’s churchyard.  The Chairman noted that this is currently carried out by Aspire but the frequency of cuts may need to be increased to improve the appearance of the churchyard.  This would be subject to the agreement of the Parochial Church Council and a contribution from the Parish Council towards the increased costs.

157/19-5  Static, permanent, outdoor table tennis tables
158/19  Date of next meeting

Monday 14th October at 7.00pm in the Memorial Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.00pm.




