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HIGH HALDEN PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Virtual Meeting of the Parish Council 

held on Monday 13 July 2020 at 7.00pm on Zoom Pro
112/20 Present and Apologies

Cllr Robinson (Chairman), Cllr Sargent (Vice-chairman), Cllr Mrs Harris and Cllr Mrs Pickering, 
Mrs L Goldsmith (Clerk).  Cllr Pickering (ward member) and 6 members of the public participated.  
 An apology was received from County Councillor Michael Hills.  
113/20 Declarations of Interest

Cllr Mrs Pickering:  Voluntary Declaration as the spouse of the ward member.

Cllr. Mrs Harris: Declared a Pecuniary interest in item 119/20.

114/20 Minutes of the meeting of 11 May 2020
Resolved: 
That the Minutes of the meeting held on the 8 June 2020 be approved and confirmed as a true record.

115/20 Matters Arising

115/20-1 Jubilee Park signs:  Cllr Mrs Harris has received and approved the artwork from Medash Signs for the two new signs as Jubilee Park and the replacement sign at Jubilee Corner.
116/20 Open session 

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow members of the public to raise items with the Council.

Jubilee Park – A member of the public suggested that an unveiling ceremony is held when the new signs are in place.  It was also suggested that MP Damian Green could be invited to unveil the signs.  
Local Plan – A member of the public suggested that it would be helpful to have an update on the status of the Local Plan for Ashford and in particular an update on the results of the village confines mapping exercise carried out in 2019 and how this is being used to guide planning decisions and assess new housing planning applications.  The Village Confines exercise was intended to ensure that residents and developers have a better understanding of the confines and application of the windfall housing policies.
Hatchentan - It was reported by a member of the public that there has been two fires resulting in stables being burnt down in recent weeks at Hatchentan.  Cllr. Pickering has been advised by Enforcement that it is too expensive to seek removal of the 5 or 6 Klargesters still in place on this site.
Willow Paddock – Enforcement has been advised that a new mobile home has been delivered to the site and will be carrying out a site visit and investigation.
20/00685/AS – 2 Little Hookstead, Wrens Nest Lane – A member of the public spoke against this proposal.

Wagstaff Lane - A member of the public advised that local knowledge would suggest that two fields have been purchased in this area by travellers. It was explained that these fields are probably not in High Halden.  The Clerk will advise the Planning Department at Ashford Borough Council so that they can monitor the site.  
117/20 PCSO’s report
The PCSO’s report has been circulated.
118/20 To discuss the Highways Improvement Plan for High Halden
The Clerk had contacted KCC and been provided with a copy of the Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) for High Halden which they had updated with the recent requests for village gateways and a speed reduction on the A28 outside the school.  The HIP is something KCC is encouraging Parish Councils to use should they have highway related concerns and projects requiring further investigation and assistance from KCC.  Its proving a useful and accountable way of consolidating and prioritising requests and enables KCC to support parishes in delivering more local agendas in a more manageable way.  The HIP is intended to be a live document that can be updated and reviewed periodically.  Due to resourcing and the volume of parish councils, KCC is only able to offer assistance in delivering approximately one feasible highway scheme, per parish, per year.  A scheme has already been delivered for High Halden this year which was the Speed limit review/reduction on the A28.  The Clerk was asked to check when the Parish Council can start the process for the next scheme.    
119/20 Renewal of the Memorandum of Understanding with the Hornets and Brewmasters Football Cubs    Members resolved to ratify a decision between meetings to renew the Memorandum of Understanding with the Hornets and Brewmasters Football clubs for a further 5 years.  The MOU has been signed by all parties and will enable the Brewmasters Football Club to apply to the Football Association for a £500 grant to help with the cost of providing equipment such as hand sanitisers to adhere to COVID-19 guidelines.  The tenure was due to run out at the end of August 2020 and needed to be renewed to meet the requirements of the scheme.  
120/20 – Ratification of a decision to approve the proposed Diversion of Public Footpath AT150A                 Members resolved to ratify a decision between meetings to approve the proposed diversion of Public Footpath AT150A.   The application was received on the date of the last meeting and a response was needed by the 10 August 2020.  Only a small section is to be diverted and has been requested by the landowners in the interest of the safety and security of their property.  

121/20 – To consider adopting the open space fronting Ashford Road at the Hope House development              Ashford Borough Council has been in touch with the Clerk to establish the Parish Council’s view on the long term maintenance of the open space fronting Ashford Road at the Hope House development.    It was resolved that the Parish Council requests that it takes ownership of the open space fronting Ashford Road at the Hope House development.  The Clerk will advise the planners of this decision.

122/20 - To consider the requirements for the re-opening of the playgrounds in line with guidance regarding Covid-19                                                                                                                                                                                                                         The Chairman was pleased to report that the playgrounds in High Halden have now been re-opened.  The Chairman thanked Cllrs. Sargent and Harris and the Clerk for checking on all the requirements and advising on guidance from both Ashford Borough Council, KALC and The Association of Play Industries.  Signs giving guidance on adhering to the requirements of COVID-19 have been installed at the playgrounds.

123/20 - Ratification of the terms and use of the football pitch and pavilion by Chelsea FC                                                                            Members resolved to ratify a decision between meetings to allow Chelsea FC to use the sports pitches at Hopes Grove, High Halden on a Wednesday and Friday from 3pm-7pm for a fee of £45.00 per session for the 2020-21 season and to hold a number of coaching sessions over the school summer holidays. The Parish Council has approved a risk assessment provided by Chelsea FC and copies of  insurance documents have been provided.  Social distancing must be observed at all times by the coaches and attendees.  Access to the toilets only has been permitted. The toilet facilities are to be cleaned at the end of each session by the coaches.  The Parish Council caretaker has kindly agreed to then sanitise the facilities before the next user.  The Parish Council has agreed to pay the caretaker double his normal hourly rate for this work. 
124/20 - Speedwatch – To consider the feasibility of setting up a scheme in High Halden                                                                                           The Chairman reminded Members that the Parish Council has wanted to set up a Speedwatch scheme for some time.  Speedwatch is currently suspended due to COVID-19.  Members were in agreement that such a scheme could help with the current problem of speeding traffic through the village.  It was resolved that the Clerk should arrange a meeting with the Speedwatch Co-ordinator to try and identify some suitable sites so that when the restrictions are lifted a scheme could start.  The Parish Council has been offered access to some speedwatch equipment and is hoping that volunteers will come forward to help.
125/20 - Ratification of changes on the administration of the website                                                                                                                 
A ’virtual’ meeting was held on the 10 June to discuss the administration of the website.  The meeting was attended by Kim Buggins, Cllrs. Robinson and Sargent and the Clerk.  It was agreed to add the Clerk as an administrator for Facebook; for the physical address of the Parish Council on the website to remain as the village hall; the Clerk to be added as an administrator for the website with Mrs. Buggins as back-up and for the contact email address on the website account to be changed to the Clerk.  

126/20 - Ratification of acceptance of a quote to carry out ditch works                                                                                                        Members resolved to ratify a decision between meetings to accept a quote of £1,764.00 from Aspire to clear the ditch from the rear of 59 Hopes Grove to the corner of the sports field and to remove all the debris from the site.  The Clerk was asked to check on the progress of the works.
127/20 - To receive an update on the appointment of a Park Keeper for Jubilee Park                                                          The Clerk has advertised the position of a Park Keeper for Jubilee Park on the website and on the village facebook page.  The Clerk has received 4 enquiries about the position.  The Chairman suggested and it was resolved that the Clerk forwards the applications to Cllrs. Robinson and Sargent to consider with a view to arranging some interviews.
128/20 Planning applications
Cllr Mrs Pickering assumed the Chair as Planning Portfolio holder.

18/00262/CONB/AS - Land between Ransley Oast and Greenside, Ashford Road, High Halden
Discharge of conditions 4 & 9.  Noted no comments needed at this point

20/00641/AS - Pantiles, Woodchurch Road, High Halden
Alteration to existing bungalow to create an annexe with additional 1.5 storey attached dwelling, extension to existing residential curtilage, additional 3 bay garage/storage building and relocation of existing stables.                                                   Resolved:  To comment that we would like assurances that the mobile homes/ancillary living accommodation are removed and only a mobile home is permitted to remain on the site for the duration of the building period.
20/00739/AS - Hales Place, Woodchurch Road, High Halden
Conversion and change of use of rural building into offices (B1 Use).                                                                                                                        Resolved: To support the application

20/00685/AS - 2 Little Hookstead, Wrens Nest Lane, High Halden
Prior approval for change of use from agricultural building (oast) including land within its curtilage to one dwelling house and associated operational development.                                                                                                                                           Resolved: To comment as follows on the above proposal.  Wrens Nest Lane is a very small narrow lane and already has to cope with traffic from the existing houses along the lane together with heavy vehicles passing through. There is no footpath or route for a pedestrian to walk to the shop and facilities in High Halden. Furthermore the previous withdrawn Prior Approval application asked for the conversion of the oast and derelict barns into 5 dwellings. It is hoped that the Planning at ABC are mindful of the previous application as the new application only asks for the oast to be converted.  It leaves the question whether the company owning the land and buildings will ask in later years for the conversion of the remaining 4 derelict barns into dwellings to achieve the ultimate goal in a different way.  Thus creating a small estate development not planned or wanted which would also be outside the agreed parameters for High Halden and its growth as determined in the Local Plan and the High Halden decided envelope.
Planning applications received after distribution of the agenda 
20/00702/AS – 10 Halden Close, High Halden                                                                                                                      Erection of games room outbuilding (retrospective).                                                                                                                                             Resolved: To comment that we support the proposal in principle but feel changes are needed to the design so that it fits better into this small site.

20/00800/AS – New Barn Farm, Ashford Road, High Halden                                                                                             Demolition of existing buildings and erection of five dwellings and garaging with landscaping and biodiversity enhancements, (Alternative to 19/01646 and 19/01653.                                                                                                                                              Resolved: The Clerk to ask for an extension so that the Parish Council can respond after the next meeting
Approvals:
20/00126/AS – Badgers Oak, Redbrook Street, Woodchurch                                                                                               Removal of fallen Aspen tree and coppice 2 or 3 multi-bole hornbeams to create safe felling zone.       20/00563/AS - Church Farm, Church Hill, High Halden
Proposed detached three bay garage                                                                                                                            20/00405/AS - Elm Tree Grange, Ashford Road, High Halden
Proposed two storey rear extension.
20/00414/AS – Lodgeland Farm Cottage, Harbourne Lane, High Halden                                                                     Proposed General Purpose Farm Building (Machinery, straw and hay storage)                                                          20/00537/AS – Meadow View, Ashford Road, High Halden                                                                                                    Variation of condition 2 on planning application 19/01606/AS (Erection of 1 dwelling and garage with landscape and ecological enhancements) to alter approved plans                                                                                20/00702/AS - 24 Tilden Close, High Halden
Certificate of Lawful Development- Proposed - Laying of hardstanding to facilitate parking and vehicle crossover
Refusals:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
20/00477/AS - Little Dents, High Halden
Erection of a chalet bungalow with vehicular access
Prior approval refused: None to consider

Withdrawn:                                                                                                                                                                         20/00114/TP - 2 Woodcote, Ashford Road, High Halden
Tree work
Other Planning Matters:  

Venruth, Redbrook Street - Appeal for a Variation of condition 4 on planning permission 15/00223/AS to allow for a static caravan to be located on site and removal of the existing tourer.  
Resolved: To ratify a decision between meetings to object to the appeal and to send the following response.                                              
High Halden Parish Council objects strongly to the request to permit replacement of existing tourer caravan to a static caravan because the replacement of existing tourer caravan to a mobile home of this scale results in an inappropriate and intrusive feature in the countryside to the detriment of its character and its appearance as well as impacting in an unacceptable way on the amenity of the adjoining properties through noise and disturbance.   Furthermore, adjoining properties together with the Parish Council have consistently objected to the variation of condition 04 of planning permission 15/00223/AS to allow for a larger caravan on site since the request was made in 2018.   It should also be noted that the Ashford Borough Council (ABC) Planning Authority was very specific about the occupancy, size and sighting of it in an approved position in light of the historic breaches of planning control on the site in the interests of visual and residential amenity.
Cllr Robinson resumed the Chair.

129/20 To agree payments in accordance with the Budget and note receipts
Resolved:

That the following payments be made in accordance with the Budget and receipts noted:
Payments
	Cheque
	Details
	£

	001561
	L Goldsmith (June expenses)
	60.42

	001562
	L Goldsmith (June Salary)
	437.80

	001563
	HMRC (June L Goldsmith)
	109.40

	001564
	Air Ambulance Kent Surrey Sussex
	250.00

	001565
	Mr B R Croucher (Caretaking May & June)
	61.04

	001566
	Mint Fresh (Bus stop cleaning)
	60.37

	001567
	Mr. S. Robinson (Expenses)
	51.87


Receipts
	Details
	£

	Hornets Club Hire of Pitches 2020-2021
	264.00


Balance as at 13 July 2020 – Clerk to confirm at the next meeting as unable to access bank statements

130/20  Reports

130/20-1 Ward member  
Cllr Pickering reported that the Borough Council has a new website with additional features and a new colour scheme which should make it more user friendly.  Customer Services has re-opened in the Civic Centre with 30 officers manning the desks organised into two ‘bubble’ teams.  All officers are still, in the main, home working.  There are 341 officers in total but with the requirements for social distancing the Council offices can only accommodate 86 officers in at one time.  This means many officers will need to continue to work from home which seems to be going well.  Cllr. Pickering reported that 3 more Planning Officers have been appointed to help with the heavy workload.  Cllr. Pickering has also sent a letter of objection to the appeal for Venruth.  Cllr. Pickering advised that the KCC Director of Public Health has publicly responded to national media reports about high COVID-19 infection rates in Ashford and Folkestone.  Ashford and Folkestone have seen higher infection rates than other areas which has been attributed to a combination of higher testing rates earlier in the pandemic, a large NHS Trust, the many care homes in the area plus the London commuter effect.  Additional mobile testing sites have been set up to increase the amount of people who are tested to allow KCC to better understand how and why this is happening.  In summary, the public should be reassured that the levels of testing across the whole of Kent have also been ramped up and that KCC is expecting to see a rise in the number of cumulative confirmed cases.

130/20-2 Highways  
Cllr. Robinson reported that the overgrown hedge encroaching on the footpath near to the shop has been cut.  
130/20-3 Marketing/projects   
Members noted the administrative changes to the website as reported in 125/20.  The Chairman advised that an unveiling of the new Jubilee Park sign could be considered along with a proposal for an ‘after’ event party to be held once restrictions have been lifted.
130/20-4 Finance Committee  
Members noted that Cllr. Harris has made a couple of formatting changes to the spreadsheet for the finances of the Parish Council.
130/20-5 KALC 
Members noted that there are currently no plans for a virtual meeting.  Cllr. Robinson offered to contact KALC to suggest that a virtual meeting would be possible and welcome.
131/20 HHVEC update
Kristina Hoath advised that the committee await further advice on whether it is going to be possible to hold a combined VE and VJ Day Anniversary celebration on the 15 & 16 August 2020. The High Halden Volunteers’ Group has arranged for COVID-19 face masks to be on sale outside the village hall.  The masks are being made by volunteers working for the Tenterden Family Food Bank.  The proceeds from the sale of the masks are being given back to the Tenterden Family Food Bank group.  
132/20 Any other Business

Cllr. Harris reported that the issue with water leaks on Church Hill is ongoing.  As South East Water repair one leak another seems to appear on the A28.  The engineers work has been impeded by inconsiderate parking in the area.
133/20 Items for the next Parish Council meeting
Nothing additional
134/20 Date of next meeting

Monday 10 August at 7.00pm by Zoom Pro.

The meeting closed at 8.20pm.




